CALL for Donation -- Helping Taiwan Libraries Damaged/Destroyed  by the 88 Typhoon Morakot  8-18-2009, 9-11-2009 Update
Dear CALA Members and Friends:

 

The news about Typhoon Morakot, as seen on TV, the Web, and in newspapers is heartbreaking. It was the strongest typhoon in 50 years and the accompanying monstrous floods ravaged the south of Taiwan.  http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2009/08/typhoon_morakot.html
We have been communicating with Dr. Joyce Chao-chen Chen, Executive Director of the Library Association of China ( Taiwan ) in connection with this disaster.  She sent us inventory reports on the libraries that have been totally destroyed or heavily damaged by  Typhoon Morakot and the floods. http://www.cala-web.org/node/939  We were relieved to learn that no library colleagues were injured. However, the extensive damages to and losses suffered by libraries were overwhelming.

 

Damages and losses to libraries are:
· Among the 150 public libraries, many were heavily damaged and one public library was completely destroyed.  
· More than 45 schools and their libraries were heavily damaged.  Among them 14 schools together with their libraries were completely destroyed.
· Losses of ruined books, materials, computers and equipment, furniture and book mobiles are estimated at NTD 50,000,000.00 = US$1,560,000.00.  These figures do not include ruined buildings.
 

This message follows up on CALA President Xudong Jin’s Call for Donations on August 18, 2009 (see below). We want to extend  our sincere appreciation to those who have already sent CALA their generous donations. We will send donors an official “Thank You Letter” and a CALA receipt via US Mail for their records. 

 

There is an old saying in Chinese人溺己溺, which translates into English as, “seeing people drown is as if I am drowning” or “I feel the pain seeing our colleagues suffer”. In the spirit of helping Taiwan libraries, CALA President Xudong Jin has appointed a Taskforce on Helping Taiwan Libraries Destroyed/Damaged by the 88 Typhoon Morakot. The goal is to raise funds to help libraries that have been destroyed or heavily damaged by the strongest winds, storms, and floods ever seen during the last 50 years.

CALA is a not-for-profit national association. Your donations to CALA are tax deductible. CALA continues to accept donations for the CALA Library Fund for Taiwan 88 Typhoon Morakot. Please kindly send your check Payable to the Order of the Chinese American Librarians Association or CALA, and send it to:

                                    Haipeng Li
                                    CALA Executive Director
                                    Associate Director
                                    John Cotton Dana Library
                                    Rutgers University-Newark
                                    185 University Ave.
                                    Newark , NJ 07102
If it is more convenient for you to pay via PayPal, please visit our TF’s Webpage at:

http://www.cala-web.org/node/939 for more information about the disaster and click on the button “Donate” that will link to CALA’s  PayPal account.  Because PayPal charges a fee, we would encourage you to send CALA a check for your generous donation to this worthy cause.

 

We are working with the Library Association of China ( Taiwan ) to distribute 100% of the needed donations CALA receives. Please encourage your colleagues and friends to help rebuild destroyed or heavily damaged libraries in Taiwan . 

 

CALA is a professional library association that you can trust. CALA does not deduct any fees from your donations.  CALA members work as volunteers and provides funds for expenditures for this humanitarian cause. The funds raised and received will be 100% distributed to libraries that have been damaged or destroyed by the August 8, 2009, 88 Typhoon Morakot and subsequent monstrous floods. 

For CALA’s humanitarian work,  please see an example from the 2008 CALA reports on helping colleagues and on rebuilding libraries in the earthquake disaster areas of China . These reports are available at the end of CALA’s Webpage at: 

http://www.cala-web.org/node/545. 

Let’s open our hearts and our checkbooks to help these decimated libraries and to donate to the CALA Library Fund for Taiwan 88 Typhoon Morakot. 

We sincerely appreciate your generous donations that extend our caring and loving gestures to our colleagues and libraries in Taiwan!  Thank you very much!

 

Sincerely yours,
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by the 88 Typhoon Morakot.
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Sally C. Tseng 
CALA Honorary Executive Director, and Co-Chair
CALA Taskforce on Helping Taiwan Libraries Damaged/Destroyed in the 88 Typhoon Marakot

P.O. Box 4992, Irvine, CA 92616-4992 
Phone: 949-552-5615
Email: sctseng888@yahoo.com
----- Forwarded Message ----
From: Xudong Jin <xdjin@owu.edu>
To: calalist@cala-web.org
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2009 11:40:35 AM
Subject: [CALAList] Donation for Rebuilding Libraries affected by the Typhoon Morakot in Taiwan

Dear CALA Members,

As you know, Typhoon Morakot slammed into China's east coast last Saturday (August 8th), just hours after nearly 1 million people evacuated the area. It earlier lashed Taiwan with torrential rains that caused the island's worst flooding in 50 years and left dozens missing and feared dead. 

As of Saturday, August 15th, more than 500 people have died in floods and mudslides unleashed in southern Taiwan by typhoon Morakot. It is the most severe damage to the island in half a century.

The CALA Executive Board had an online discussion during the weekend regarding to collect donations from CALA members. The Executive Board thought we should call for donations immediately. We created a Webpage at http://www.cala-web.org/node/939 (thanks to Vincci for the quick action). We will also contact the Library Association of China (Taiwan) and the donations from CALA members should be used for Taiwan libraries and library staff who were impacted by the Typhoon Morakot.

CALA members can make donations though PayPal (currently is under construction). Personal checks can be sent to:
                                    Haipeng Li
                                    CALA Executive Director
                                    Associate Director
                                    John Cotton Dana Library
                                    Rutgers University-Newark
                                    185 University Ave.
                                    Newark , NJ 07102
The CALA Executive Board will continue to discuss the issue as needed.

Thank you for your attention.

Xudong 

Xudong Jin
President of the Chinese American Librarians Association (CALA) - an ALA affiliate
Associate Director of Libraries and Head of Technical Services
Ohio Wesleyan University Library
43 Rowland Ave.
Delaware, OH 43015
740-368-3258
740-368-3222 fax
xdjin@owu.edu
